
 

MUMH 5331 
Western Music History, 750-1400 
Fall 2020 

 
INSTRUCTOR  
Dr. Benjamin Brand; pronouns: he, him, his; benjamin.brand@unt.edu; (940) 536-3561 
Office Hours: Tu/Th, 10:00-10:50am (Zoom ID: 91479853115), or by appointment 

 
CLASS MEETING TIME AND ROOM 
Mo/We, 10:00-10:45am, MU-287 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 
 

1. Identify musical genres, styles, and forms from the Middle Ages (750-1400) 
2. Situate medieval music in specific religious, political, and social contexts 
3. Write about medieval music in a manner intended for the general public by publishing a 

Wikipedia article. 
4. Engage in the peer-review process by reviewing and critiquing the writing of your fellow 

students. 
 
PREREQUISITES 
Leveling and review course requirements satisfied, or consent of instructor. 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 
Margot Fassler. Music in the Medieval West (New York: Norton, 2014). ISBN: 9780393929157. = 

FasslterText 
Margot Fassler. Music in the Medieval West: Anthology (New York: Norton, 2014). ISBN: 

9780393920222. = FasslerAnt 
Strunk’s Source Readings in Music History: The Early Christian Period and the Latin Middle Ages. 2nd ed. New 

York: Norton, 2014. ISBN: 9780393966954. = Strunk 
 
IDENTITY 
Everyone in class should be addressed in a way that makes them feel comfortable and accepted. To 
this end, please share with us the name by which you prefer to be called, the correct pronunciation 
of it, and (if you like) your preferred pronouns. We will do our best to use these to foster an 
inclusive classroom. 
 
COUNSELING AND TESTING 
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 
hours per week of dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual 
Arts and Design. Please visit the Center’s website for further information: 
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services. For more information on mental 
health issues, please visit: https://speakout.unt.edu. 

mailto:benjamin.brand@unt.edu
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https://speakout.unt.edu/


 
The counselor for music students is: 
Myriam Reynolds 
Chestnut Hall, Suite 311 
(940) 565-2741 
Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu 
 
GRADED DELIVERABLES 
 
 Percentage (Due) Date 

Attendance and Participation 10%  

Small Assignments 15%  

Reading Protocol 25%  

Wikipedia Project 50% Saturday, Dec. 5, 10:00am 

 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION  
In-person and remote class meetings will typically be structured as seminar-style discussions. Regular 
attendance, thorough preparation, and active participation is an essential factor in making class 
successful for you and your fellow students. You will receive three points for each class at which 
you: 
 

1. Arrive on time (I will take roll via Canvas at 10:00am) (one point) 
2. Make at least one substantial contribution to class discussion (two points) 

 
I will record your daily attendance grades in the Canvas Attendance (Roll Call) Tool. If you must 
miss class due to illness, family emergency, or professional obligation, consult with me ahead of time 
and I will do my best to accommodate your absence. 
 
While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the 
health and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please 
contact me if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to a 
related issue regarding COVID-19. It is important that you communicate with me prior to being 
absent as to what may be preventing you from coming to class so I can decide about 
accommodating your request to be excused from class. 
 
READING PROTOCOL 
You will be assigned reading and score analysis from Fassler’s textbook and anthology and Strunk’s 
Source Readings on Wednesday and Friday of each week. Each assignment will be divided into three 
parts worth one point each. 
 

1. You will write a paragraph in response to a prompt related to the assigned reading or score 
analysis and post it on the class Discussions in Canvas by 10:00am on the assigned day. 

2. You will write a brief review (i.e. peer review) of a fellow student’s paragraph by writing 
several sentences in the comment box (“Add a Comment”) by 10:00am on the day after the 
assigned day. 
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3. In preparation for in-class discussion on the subsequent Monday or Wednesday, you will 
identify an issue or topic from the reading that you would like to discuss by 10:00am on the 
assigned day. You will do on the class Discussions. 

 
The purpose of the reading protocol is 1) to measure your comprehension of the reading in a peer-
reviewed way; and 2) to allow your own interests and questions to guide our in-class discussion. 
 
CLASS TOPICS (SUBJECT TO REVISION) 
Week 1  Aug. 24-28  Wikipedia Project Launch 
Week 2  Aug. 31-Sept. 4  Music and the Early Christian World 
Week 3  Sept. 7-11  The Carolingian Renaissance 
Week 4  Sept. 14-18  Later Additions to the Medieval Liturgy 
Week 5  Sept. 21-25  Cult of the Saints; Teaching Music 
Week 6  Sept. 28-Oct. 2  Music, Pilgrimage, and Early Organum 
Week 7  Oct. 5-9  Hildegard of Bingen: Then and Now 
Week 8  Oct. 12-16  Latin and Vernacular Song in the Thirteenth Century 
Week 9  Oct. 19-23  Notre Dame Polyphony 
Week 10 Oct. 26-30  The Ars Antiqua 
Week 11 Nov. 2-6  The Arts Nova 
Week 12 Nov. 9-13  Guillaume de Machaut 
Week 13 Nov. 16-20  Italy and England in the Fourteenth Century 
Week 14-15 Nov. 23-Dec. 2 The Other Middle Ages 
* Class on Nov. 25, Nov. 30, and Dec. 2 will be conducted remotely via Zoom. 
 
FACE COVERINGS 
Face coverings are required in all UNT facilities. Students are expected to wear face coverings during 
this class. If you are unable to wear a face covering due to a disability, please contact the Office of 
Disability Access to request an accommodation. UNT face covering requirements are subject to 
change due to community health guidelines. Any changes will be communicated via the instructor. 
 
MOVING REMOTE 
Additional remote instruction may be necessary if community health conditions change or you need 
to self-isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19. Students will need access to a computer, webcam, 
and microphone to participate in fully remote portions of the class. Information on how to be 
successful in a remote learning environment can be found at https://online.unt.edu/learn. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or 
specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the 
Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the 
UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized 
assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond 
those 
authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out 
other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material 
belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or 
resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the 
instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term 
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“plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct 
quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by 
another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf 
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 
forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom 
and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's 
conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct 
apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. Student Code of Conduct – https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more 
information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect. https://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect 
 
ODA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access 
(ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific 
needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester 
and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional 
information see the Office of Disability Access. https://disability.unt.edu. Phone: (940) 565-4323 
 
UNT POLICY STATEMENT ON DIVERSITY 
 
UNT values diversity and individuality as part of advancing ideals of human worth, dignity and 
academic excellence. Diverse viewpoints enrich open discussion, foster the examination of values 
and exposure of biases, help educate people in rational conflict resolution and responsive leadership, 
and prepare us for the complexities of a pluralistic society. As such, UNT is committed to 
maintaining an open, welcoming atmosphere that attracts qualified students, staff, and faculty from 
all groups to support their success. UNT does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic 
information, or veteran status in its application and admission process, educational programs and 
activities, employment policies and use of university facilities. 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub8_.18.pdf 
 
2020-21 SEMESTER ACADEMIC SCHEDULE (WITH ADD/DROP DATES) 
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide 
 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR AT A GLANCE, 2020-21 
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https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2020-21/calendar 
 
FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE 
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall 
 
FINANCIAL AID AND SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. 
Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a 
required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require 
a 3.5 cumulative GPA. Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the 
published length of the graduate program. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the 
student may lose their financial aid eligibility. If at any point you consider dropping this or any other 
course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and 
future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in 
your college, an advisor in UNTInternational or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships 
office to discuss dropping a course. http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of 
record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during 
the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course 
work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also 
stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; 
however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the 
proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with 
those 
mandates. http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
 
ADD/DROP POLICY 
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make 
you ineligible for financial aid. In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be 
required to begin paying back your student loans. After the 12th class day, students must first submit 
a completed “Request to Drop” form to the Registrar’s Office. The last day for a student to drop a 
class in Spring, 2020 is March 30th. Information about add/drop may be found at: 
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-add-drop. 
 
STUDENT RESOURCES 
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students. For a complete list, go to: 
https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/resource_sheet.pdf  
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